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Population 
churning 
in Valley 

Steady growth 
belies constant flux 

By Clint William* 

Stalflftfifr 

PS&dclphia unlive Saudi Dunn is 
leavtfH Scottsdale after only a year, 
ever gelling to know her 

‘^liyey kept moving out," the 
Atlaniia-bound sales rep said. 

Rich Taitelia ami his "vife moved to 
Peoria from Ding Island in August 
1994. He likes his neighbors, but 
Arizona is loo far from the ocean and 
too far front family and lifelong 
friends. The Tanellas will try Florida. 

“We though: this was the place for 
tis. and we Irted it and it's not for us,” 
Rich Tanella said. “Thtre is not too 
much to been us here.” 

At first blush, Ihe Valley’s popula¬ 
tion growth resembles a steadily rising 
pond, with thousands trickling in each 
year. Look more closely and yon see 
the water is roiling. 


PASSING THROUGH 

Number of people who move Into 
apt out of the Valley for fiscal yiiitrs 
ending lone 30. 



| A3tJ C ollvpa of Busiimi | 

Staff arils! 

More than 100,000 people move 
into Maricopa County every yew, but 
nearly that many move out. Migration 
added 41,(KM) people to the Valley in 
the fiscal year that ended June 30, blit 
while I23J1XX) moved in, 82,000 
moved out. That pattern of three in, 
two out has endured for at least 
15 years. 

Such chum is a byproduct of rapid 
growth in Arizona. And it has a 

— - See VM.ITV, page A13 


pervasive, though subtb, influence on how we lim 

Churn makes it harder for charities to raite money, 
keeps real-estate prices in cheek and politics ijptttile. It 
negates home-field advantage for home-grown trailers and 
contributes tc urban sprawl. A study by researchers at the 
University of Washington suggests that conutiui Sties with 
a high rate of mobility have more problems wall drugs, 
vandalism and crime. ' 

Other studies show metro Phoenix is a lumstilueity. 

Tile average American home changes owaetjdiip once 
every 11.8 years, according (o a survey by (hr Chicago 
Title and Trust Co. In Arizona, Ihe survey fjjamd, the 
turnover rate in 1994 was 6-2 years, the fastjpt in lire 
country. ' 

[ “* Hie' U.S. Census Rumau ranks metropolita 
fourth in Ihe country in the |ierecntage of “niovj 
who oioved into their homes within 15 months ij 
census. Nearly a tliirc of the people in the V, 
labeled “movers." 

Experts note several factors in the ebb anil flow 
humanity here. 

From the smog-chokcd megalopolis of Southern 
California to the icy small towns of the Midwiis: to the 
poof villages of Sonora, Phoenix shines a» a boo a town, a 
promising place to start a new life. When t ic reality 
doesn’t match the dream, people move on. 

Annelise Thomsen moved to Phoenix from 0|h cago in 
1991. 


Phoenix 
itj,” folks 
the 1990 
play were^j 

of 


"l thought that maybe (here would be more oSjjMrtunity 
here,” the 26-year-okl hartender said. '’Van esjji make a 
good living, but for advancement, it was not here! 

“You absolutely have to have an education t p make it 
here. It’s a tough town." 11 

llurnisen left last month lor Chicago, where htr parents 
van help care for her 3-year-old daughter while sjle attends 
college. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/yyjm0004 
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agents, il is a handicap for another Valley businessman: turnout for the 1994 cit election was 10.8 percent 
Others move to (he Valley knowing Ihey won’t be here Eddie Dasha. In Chandler, where t t population grew 42 percent from 

long, that the stop here is ore of ntanv along a career path, #*» "The perception is that the Iwmetown business has a leg 1990 lo 1995, lurnou for the 1994 city election was 

Julie biul Jeff Stokowski, are preparing for their fourth up, but that is far from true,” said Dasha, chief executive of 9 percent. One precinc with 2,311 registered voters had. 

move since 1983 as Jeff, a service representative for the 73-starc grocery-store chain that beats his name. just 94 ballots cast. ^ 

Caterpillar, moves up with the heavy-equipment manufoc- Many people moving into Arizona already are familiar r- Such low participation means that small, well-organized^ 
Hirer. Alter almost five years, the family is leaving Tern pc with such regional chains as Safeway, Basha said. 1 groups have dispropor innate influence, and that politics ■ 

for Chicago, just when they’re getting comfortable here. Consequently, Baibas' must spend more in advertising. I are mere volatile, polili al experts say. And the turnover in ; 

”ti tares about a year to really begin to fit in,” Julie It exceeds tie industry standard of spending I percent of 1 electorate mean* politic ana can enjoy more comebacks. *■* 

said. gross operating profit on ads, Bisha said. *» "There is no sotlecti e memory, so people get away with, 

hitting in has been made caster because of her children, Hometown retailers "have to continually build your stuff here Ihey probat y couldn’t elsewhere," said Terry, 
ages 5, 7 and 9. braid,” said Beau l^iie, of E B Lane & Associates Goddard, who some m ght remember as a former Phoenix. 

-I’ve been the soccer mom, the basketball mom,” said Advertising, the oldest advertising agency ra the Valley. mayor and gubamatoc d hopeful. “Somebody could have 
Julie, a Brownie troop leader. “If I didn't have my kids, 1 National retailers such as Target, Wal-Mart and Home been a scoundrel 10 y« its ago and most people wouldn't 
would have had a much harder time." Depot have the advantage. Lane said. know it.” 

I Saudi Dunn’s children are grown, and without such a ’‘Consequently, it can Cost a lot more to do business The apathy extends Jo philanthropy. Per capita giving, 

\ ? ’ natural conduit to community activities, she found it here,” he said. the best measure of how strongly a community supports 

difficult to meet people- V For example, Lane said, the print ads of client Popular the United Way, is wo* oily low in the Valley. 

“Every place I've lived, Eve made lots of friends,” she Outdoors, a chain of stores selling camping, fishing and “We rank toward t it bottom of the lilt of cities our 
r said, “but not here." hunting equipment, iaclude the addresses of all the stores, size,” said Brian Hass II, executive director of the Valley 

Dunn, the Stokowskis and the Tancllas represent the which eats space and costs mors. of the Sun United Way 

notable churn among professionals and white-collar “Popular Outdoors has been here 35 years, but we have Per capita giving in phoenix is about 513. In Mesa, it’s 

workers, said Tom Rex of Ihe Center for Business to ire continually out there to lit people know whal we are about 512. In Des Moiiies, it is $33. 

Research at Arizona State University’s College of Business, and where we arc.” Lane said. “People don't bavc 'llic connectedness to the eommu- 

“Ever, if they wanted to »lay here, they can’t because we It takes folks moving into town a while to get up to nity,” said Dan Dunc an, president of the Mesa United 
don't hare the corporate headquarter, here,” he said. speed, and that has a measured effect cn politics. It taka Way. “We have people tell us they give to the United Way. 

To move tip, they must move on. three to five years.■ experts ;ay, before people become ‘back home.' Their rools aren’t here, the commitment isn’t 

Real-estate agent Bob Turner, who Specializes in an area engaged in local politics. here.” !’ 

of south Tempo, said at least 25 percent of his clients in the “A lot of people arc coming here for the Great Mobility also has epeets that are difficult lo measure 

past two years are leaving because of transfers. American Opportunity,” said Earl de Bcrge, a pollster in with statistics, 

Arizona's high housing turnover keeps prices in check, Arizona for 33 years. “Politics is the very last thing they’re “In a city of immigrants, it’s harder to find a collective 
experts ‘aid. interested in.” vision.” Goddard saiq| ”1 think it is one of Ihe reasons 

*, “It’s good for Ihe market because it ketps a steady In Mesa, which grew by 41,000 people from 1990 tc Phoenix has sprawled Hie way it has, because people didn’t 

supply in a growing market,” said Jay Butler of ASU’s 1945, the turnout for the March primary election wa; have * concept of whit it ought to look like, so anything 

Center for Real Estate. 20 percent and wouldn’t have been that big il not for 8 went. If you don’t kmvjv where yc.u're goin», any road will 

Altlicugh the population chum is good for real-estate referendum on a tough anti-smokin’ ordinance. The get yon there." 

Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/yyjm0004 
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